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 A Place to Call Home: Victory Lutheran
In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, welcome home. We especially welcome to our 
house  of  worship  our  guests  who  have  joined  us  today.  We  pray  you  will  be 
strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through 
Jesus. We say with the Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, “I rejoiced 
with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1). May the 
Lord continue to help us grow in His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, and sing 
His holy Word.
Please sign the Connection Card inside the worship folder and return it in the basket 
on the worship table. Members, please update your contact info if there is a change.
Restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Changing 
tables are available in both restrooms.
A Quiet  Room for  children who need a  moment to  get  settled with a  parent  or 
guardian is located on the right before entering the sanctuary.

Visit our website: www.victorylutheran.org or find us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube!     

Worship Series Focus: Cause›Effect in God’s Kingdom
“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying that very 
little happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an action. There is cause 
and effect. And to navigate life well, it is vital we understand both. If you want to effect 
a healthy heart, you need to know the causes of heart disease. Before a major purchase 
causes you to go into debt, you need to think about the effect it will have on your 
budget. If you want the peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes that 
effect. Again, to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.
We are nearing the end of the Church Year. This past year, we have reviewed Jesus’ life 
and teaching. The Scripture readings in these final weeks recall some of the major 
themes that are woven throughout the Church Year. In this final series we will be 
looking at those themes with the understanding that “every why hath a wherefore.” 
We conclude the year by talking about cause and effect in God’s kingdom.
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Today’s Worship: Sainthood›Stamina
God grants the status of “saint” (which means “holy one”) to every believer. It might appear 
that status is of little practical value. If you achieve the status “billionaire” or “celebrity” or 
“senator” your life is going to be vastly different than most other people, most likely better. 
But if God calls you a saint, just like everyone else, you will struggle with trials, 
temptations, and sin. Being a saint does not make life easier. In some ways it makes life 
more difficult as we struggle against a world that is hostile toward Christ. This might lead 
us to ask, “Is it really that big a deal that God calls us saints?”
For centuries, the Church has answered that question by celebrating the Festival of All 
Saints. This week we get a peek at the saints who have died and now live in the glory of 
Christ’s light. Through eyes of faith, we see the saints enjoying glory in the place where 
“there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Revelation 21:1–6). We realize 
what a precious gift this status of saint actually is. We understand that soon enough we 
shall join all the saints in that glorious heavenly city. And that gives us amazing stamina to 
face the challenges of this world with the strength Christ gives to all his saints.

Service of Word and Sacrament

Our Path for Worship
Minister:  The grace of Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation:  And also with you.

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! Psalm 84
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD.

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 
wicked.
O LORD Almighty, blessed are they who trust in you.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.
Let us worship Him.

OPENING HYMN CW867 | Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near
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This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word is not in us.

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

All: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, hear the word of Christ through his called 
servant: All your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
 
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 
your tender care.
Amen.

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD
(No Introduction)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church, 
the body of Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed saints 
in lives of faith and willing service and with them at last inherit the inexpressible joys 
that you have prepared for those who love you;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING Revelation 21:1–6
St. John is allowed to see the home of the saints, the new Jerusalem

1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4‘He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.”

5He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

6He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE SENTENCES Psalm 145
Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You 
open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

The LORD is near to all who call on him,
To all who call on him in truth.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:32–40
Many Christians faced pain and even death with courage because they trusted God’s plan

32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson 
and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut 
the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
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routed foreign armies. 35Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There 
were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even 
better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were 
killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted 
and mistreated—38the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.

39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40since God had planned something better for us so that only together with 
us would they be made perfect.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After a short introduction, the Congregation sings:
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GOSPEL READING Luke 6:20–23
Jesus teaches that the hidden blessedness of being God’s saint shall one day be revealed

20Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,

 for yours is the kingdom of God.
21Blessed are you who hunger now,

 for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,

 for you will laugh.
22Blessed are you when people hate you,

 when they exclude you and insult you
 and reject your name as evil,

 because of the Son of Man.
23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 

that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
 
This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

10:30 Service
CHILDREN'S CHURCH
Children ages 3–5 can be dismissed to the kitchen classroom for  
Children’s Church. Children will return from Children’s Church to the  
sanctuary after the conclusion of the sermon.  

HYMN OF THE DAY CW889 | Jerusalem the Golden

FOCUS ON THE SCRIPTURES Hold Out for What Promised
Pastor Jonathan Kolander Hebrews 11:32–40
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son  is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THANK OFFERING
To show our thanks to God for his generosity toward us, we gather this thank  
offering, an act of worship (Romans 12:1), to support our Gospel-focused ministry in  
the Jacksonville area and beyond. See our website for other ways to support  
Victory’s ministry and mission. If you want to give your thank offering online, you may  
use the camera on your smartphone to scan the QR code.

Please also fill out the Connection Card found inside your worship folder and drop it 
in the basket on the back (blue) table. You can also scan the QR code on the left to 
fill out an online Connection Card.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive 
from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life 
and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to 
share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all, we praise and thank you for 
your saving Word and for your Son's body and blood, which you give us to eat and to 
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drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into 
our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth.
Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another.
 
Great God and Lord, without your continuing help, we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give 
us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of 
your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of 
salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, 
and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember 
in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes 
and lives.
Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome 
all things, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing. By his saints and witnesses of the past he encourages us to run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us and to live in righteousness and peace. 
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus
(No introduction)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei
(No introduction)
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DISTRIBUTION
Guests: Scripture teaches that when Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper together, they are 
expressing their unity of faith. Through this act they are confessing that they agree on all the 
teachings of Scripture. We do not wish to put our guests in the position of making such a confession 
without knowing our teachings. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of this or another  
WELS or ELS congregation come to receive communion at this time. If you desire communion 
fellowship with us, please speak to our pastor. We are eager to help anyone take this step.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN CW880 | For All the Saints

Thanksgiving
THANK THE LORD
After a short introduction, the Congregation sings:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long 
for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 
of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



15

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN CW885 | There Is a Higher Throne

Serving in Worship
Pastor Rev. Jonathan Kolander
Accompanist Ms. Jeanine Heller

For reflection based on today’s Scripture readings…
1st: When you think of the Book, Revelation, what comes to your mind? Think of how 

water benefits the body, how does the ‘water’ from Jesus benefit us? Now apply 
your answer to the 3rd Commandment and how you are living it out. Read Psalm 
100.

2nd: What did these heroes of faith have in common while on earth? How can we relate 
to their life stories? What is your takeaway from the words: ‘the world was not 
worthy of them’? Who do you want to share these words with? Read Hebrews 12.

3rd: Is Jesus saying our life on earth will be a miserable one? What do people tend to 
focus their life on, as well as be a measurement of success? This is a good reminder 
that world is full of (fill in) and why this is, but also the world has what thanks to 
Jesus. As with Paul’s thorn (2 Cor 12), so how what said here similar? Read 
Matthew 5.
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