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 A Place to Call Home: Victory 
LutheranIn the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, welcome home. We especially welcome to our 

house  of  worship  our  guests  who  have  joined  us  today.  We  pray  you  will  be 
strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through 
Jesus. We say with the Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, “I rejoiced 
with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1). May the 
Lord continue to help us grow in His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, and sing 
His holy Word.
Please sign the Connection Card inside the worship folder and return it in the basket 
on the worship table. Members, please update your contact info if there is a change.
Restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Changing 
tables are available in both restrooms.
A Quiet  Room for  children who need a  moment to  get  settled with a  parent  or 
guardian is located on the right before entering the sanctuary.

Visit our website: www.victorylutheran.org or find us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube!     

Worship Series Focus: WOUNDS THAT HEAL
Not all  wounds are  bad.  A skilled surgeon takes a  deadly  sharp scalpel  and cuts  
through flesh and muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In the same 
way,  we often say that words cut us to the heart.  Words can wound.  Sometimes,  
however, those painful words provide the very healing we need.
“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” 
(Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. So, with a  
sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to 
hear them. In this series, we might not like everything that Jesus says. Yet, to ignore 
what Jesus teaches is to court eternal death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all 
that Jesus says to heart. For while Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to 
heal our very soul.
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Today’s Worship: Increased Faith Increases Duty
As someone rises through the ranks at work, there are typical benefits: higher salary, 
more authority, better benefits. However, there is often a corresponding increase in 
responsibility: longer hours, more meetings, and raised expectations. So, if someone is 
offered a promotion, they might ask, “Is this worth it?” It is similar in God’s kingdom. As 
our faith grows, there are obvious benefits: the comfort of knowing you are a redeemed 
and loved child of God, the peace of knowing your eternity is secure. However, increased 
faith also increases duty. There are ever more opportunities for service. This week, Jesus 
has sharp words for those who want the benefits of being Christian but would shirk 
those responsibilities. However, to lead us to take up those responsibilities, our Savior 
doesn’t threaten or cajole. He helps us see that while increased faith increases duty, 
increased duty increases delight. The believer knows he serves the One who came to 
serve us first.  Just as Christ’s  service brought him great joy,  so does our service to  

Today’s focus also includes a celebration of our ministry here at Victory

The Service: Setting Three

Our Path for Worship
Minister:  The grace of our Lord t Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation:  And also with you. 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Psalm 100
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.
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Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

OPENING HYMN CW920 | Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children. Jesus has said, as recorded in Matthew 22:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
Love your neighbor as yourself.”

But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

All: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST Gloria in Excelsis
Congregation
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716703

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of 
body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING 1 Chronicles 29:1–2, 10–18
In faith, the Israelites joyfully donated generously to the construction of the LORD’s temple

1Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God 
has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial 
structure is not for man but for the LORD God. 2With all my resources I have provided 
for the temple of my God—gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the 
bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the settings, 
turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone and marble—all of these 
in large quantities.

10David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying,
“Praise be to you, LORD,

the God of our father Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.

11Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.

Yours, LORD, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all.

12Wealth and honor come from you;
you are the ruler of all things.

In your hands are strength and power
to exalt and give strength to all.

13Now, our God, we give you thanks,
and praise your glorious name.

14“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously 
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your 
hand. 15We are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our 
days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16LORD our God, all this abundance that 
we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your 
hand, and all of it belongs to you. 17I know, my God, that you test the heart and are 
pleased with integrity. All these things I have given willingly and with honest intent. 
And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to 
you. 18LORD, the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep these desires and 
thoughts in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSIVE SENTENCES Psalm 119
Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.

Turn my heart toward your statues and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things: preserve my life according to your 
word.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 1:1–5, 11–12
St. Paul thanks God for increasing the faith of the Thessalonians

1Paul, Silas and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because 

your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is 
increasing. 4Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and 
faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.

5All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.

11With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy 
of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for 
goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12We pray this so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Chronicles 29:14
Congregation
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Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716703

GOSPEL READING Luke 17:1–10
With the apostles, we pray, “Lord, increase our faith,” then joyfully embrace opportunities to serve

1Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, 
but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2It would be better for them to be thrown 
into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little 
ones to stumble. 3So watch yourselves.

 “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive 
them. 4Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to 
you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.
7“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to 

the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 
8Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat 
and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9Will he thank the servant because he did 
what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done everything you were told to 
do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
 
The is the Word of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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10:30 Service
CHILDREN'S CHURCH
Children ages 3–5 can be dismissed to the kitchen classroom for  
Children’s Church. Children will return from Children’s Church to the  
sanctuary after the conclusion of the sermon.  

HYMN OF THE DAY CW748 | Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly

FOCUS ON THE SCRIPTURES Thank God for One Another
Pastor Jonathan Kolander 2 Thessalonians 1:1–5, 11–12

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THANK OFFERING
To show our thanks to God for his generosity toward us, we gather this thank  
offering, an act of worship (Romans 12:1), to support our Gospel-focused ministry in  
the Jacksonville area and beyond. See our website for other ways to support  
Victory’s ministry and mission. If you want to give your thank offering online, you may  
use the camera on your smartphone to scan the QR code.
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Please also fill out the Connection Card found inside your worship folder and drop it 
in the basket on the back (blue) table. You can also scan the QR code on the left to 
fill out an online Connection Card.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on 
which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in 
glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
 
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, 
and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 
promises and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.
 
The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers 
who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of 
hate and persecution. 
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.
 
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future 
days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in 
the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.



12

The Sacrament
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus
Congregation
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716703

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Bless us, Lord, as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our 
sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day 
when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and 
glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei
Congregation

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716703

DISTRIBUTION
Guests: Scripture teaches that when Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper together, they are 
expressing their unity of faith. Through this act they are confessing that they agree on all the 
teachings of Scripture. We do not wish to put our guests in the position of making such a confession 
without knowing our teachings. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of this or another  
WELS or ELS congregation come to receive communion at this time. If you desire communion 
fellowship with us, please speak to our pastor. We are eager to help anyone take this step.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS CW797 | I Know My Faith Is Founded
CW800 | How Firm a Foundation

Thanksgiving
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN CW697 | May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill

Serving in Worship

Pastor Rev. Jonathan Kolander
Accompanist Mrs. Rachel Cochran
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For reflection based on today’s Scripture readings…
1st: What are some descriptions David had for God? Why was David so generous with 

this particular project? What are some takeaways for you from this account? Read 
2 Corinthians 8 & 9.

2nd: Soak in verse 2. How would this be such a comfort to God’s people then… and now? 
What was Paul thankful to see among these believers? Why was Paul’s ongoing 
prayer for them fitting, and could be said for us? Read Galatians 6:1–10.

3rd: What can’t we avoid doing in this life? What do we not want to be guilty of doing? 
What is to be our attitude as we live this life? And how much faith is enough faith? 
Read Titus 3.
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“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying that very 
little happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an action. There is cause 
and effect. And to navigate life well, it is vital we understand both. If you want to effect 
a healthy heart, you need to know the causes of heart disease. Before a major purchase 
causes you to go into debt, you need to think about the effect it will have on your 
budget. If you want the peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes that 
effect. Again, to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.
We are nearing the end of the Church Year. This past year, we have reviewed Jesus’ life 
and teaching. The Scripture readings in these final weeks recall some of the major 
themes that are woven throughout the Church Year. In this final series we will be 
looking at those themes with the understanding that “every why hath a wherefore.” We 
conclude the year by talking about cause and effect in God’s kingdom.

New Worship Series

Cause›Effect
in God’s Kingdom

Oct. 12 Generosity › Gratitude

Oct. 19 Promises › Prayer

Oct. 26 Truth › Freedom

Nov. 2 Sainthood › Stamina

Nov. 9 Grace › Joy

Nov. 16 Victory › Security

Nov. 23 Reign › Safety
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October 25

Trunk or Treat!
Victory will be hosting a Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, October 25th from 10am–
12pm! We are looking for Victory members to volunteer to decorate a trunk, donate 
candy, and help with activities the day of the event. 

A volunteer sign up sheet will be placed in the back of the church and online. Our goal 
is to have 20 trunks decorated for this event. Please prayerfully consider helping with 
this outreach event.

If you have any questions, please contact Katie Seelman at (904) 955-1926 or at 
director@victorylutheran.org.

Sign up link: https://forms.gle/hEShPtP1T6P3VS7U8



Sunday Service Times
8:00am
9:15am

10:30am

Worship
Bible Class and Sunday School
Worship with Livestream

Contact Information
Brad Smith, Office Manager — (904) 642-8900

office@victorylutheran.org

Jonathan Kolander, Pastor — (414) 510-0971
pastork@victorylutheran.org

Katie Seelman, Preschool Director — (904) 955-1926
director@victorylutheran.org

Jarrett Mielke, Staff Minister — (941) 735-6962
jmielke@victorylutheran.org

Victory is a member congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), 
headquartered in Waukesha, Wisconsin.


