The Door Is Very Narrow

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 24, 2025

‘ 71 (E'E RY “Winning souls for Christ. Coaching Christians for life.”

LUTH FERAN 4651 Kernan Blvd S, Jacksonville, FL 32224 « (904) 642-8900
Church & Preschool



A Place to Call Home: Victory Lutheran

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, welcome home. We especially welcome to our house
of worship our guests who have joined us today. We pray you will be strengthened by the
good news about God's grace, love, and forgiveness to us through Jesus. We say with the
Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, “I rejoiced with those who said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD” (Psalm 122:1). May the Lord continue to help us grow in
His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, and sing His holy Word.

Please sign the Connection Card inside the worship folder and return it in the basket on the
worship table. Members, please update your contact info if there is a change.

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Changing tables
are available in both restrooms.

A Quiet Room for children who need a moment to get settled with a parent or guardian is
located on the right before entering the sanctuary.

Visit our website: www.victorylutheran.org or find us on r.j
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube!

Worship Series Focus: WOUNDS THAT HEAL

Not all wounds are bad. A skilled surgeon takes a deadly sharp scalpel and cuts through
flesh and muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In the same way, we
often say that words cut us to the heart. Words can wound. Sometimes, however, those
painful words provide the very healing we need.

‘Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem”
(Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. So, with a sense
of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to hear them.
In this series, we might not like everything that Jesus says. Yet, to ignore what Jesus teaches
is to court eternal death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart.
For while Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal our very soul.



Today’s Worship: The Door Is Very Narrow

When it comes to the uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who goes to hell, it is
natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to direct our attention to more
theoretical questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will we be there?” Today someone
asks, “Lord, are only a few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes all such questions aside.
Instead, he answers the question we should be asking. “How might I be saved?” Jesus
explains there is only one way—entering through a very narrow door. Jesus’ words cut deep!
For he teaches that it is very easy to develop a false sense of security about our standing
before God based on some superficial familiarity we have with him. Jesus warns that many
who think they are on the path to heaven will end up shut out. These wounding words of
Jesus provide healing, pushing us toward that narrow door: faith in him.

Divine Service I

Our Path for Worship

Minister: My soul finds rest in God alone; Psalm 62
Congregation: My salvation comes from him.

He alone is my rock and my salvation;
He is my fortress, I will never be shaken.

We worship today in the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Hymn CW916 | Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken.

My salvation and my honor depend on God;
He is my mighty rock, my refuge.



Trust in him at all times, O people;

Pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

All: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have

mercy on me, a sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
All your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son -+ and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God for his amazing grace.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love;
and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 66:18-24
Many close to God will reject him and perish. Many who seem far from him will believe and be saved

¥ And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the

people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory.

T will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations
—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and
to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim
my glory among the nations. *?And they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to
my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and
wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites
bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. *And
[ will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD.

*“As the new heavens and the new earth that [ make will endure before me,” declares
the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. “From one New Moon to another
and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says
the LORD. ***And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled
against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not be
quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 1038 | Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Congregation (printed on page 8)
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Text: Henry F. Lyte. Tune: John Goss
Text and tune: Public domain
Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-24

Entering the narrow door has nothing to do with keeping the law. It has everything to do with Jesus

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to
darkness, gloom and storm; "°to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that
those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, *because they could
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not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be
stoned to death.” #The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, ‘T am trembling with fear.”

*But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, *to
the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God,
the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, *to Jesus the mediator of a
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsive Sentences Psalm 27

The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

One thing [ ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty
of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.

Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart
and wait for the LORD.

Gospel Reading Luke 13:22-30

Jesus urges us to make every effort to enter through the narrow door

“Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem. ®Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”

He said to them, ***Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many,
I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. *Once the owner of the house gets up
and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for

us.
“But he will answer, ‘T don't know you or where you come from.’
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**Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.

But he will reply, T don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you
evildoers!

**There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. *People
will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast
in the kingdom of God. *Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first
who will be last.”

274

This is the Word of our Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Children's Message

All children are invited to join Pastor at the front of the sanctuary for a message based on today's
sermon, specifically designed for them! If it would help the children would feel more comfortable, an
adult is welcome to come up with them.

Children's Church .
H ]

Children ages 3-5 can be dismissed to the kitchen classroom for Ch"dren 8 3
Children’s Church. Children will return from Children’s Church to the g %
sanctuary after the conclusion of the sermon. e TG ;.

LTSS
Hymn of the Day CW698 | Seek Where You May to Find a Way
Sermon Pastor Jonathan Kolander

“Direct People to the Narrow Door
Luke 13.22-30
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Thank Offering

To show our thanks to God for his generosity toward us, we gather this thank
offering to support our Gospel-focused ministry in the Jacksonville area and
beyond. See our website for other ways to support Victory's ministry and mission.
If you want to give your thank offering online, you may use the camera on your
smartphone to scan the QR code.
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CONNECT

Please also fill out the Connection Card found inside your worship folder and drop it
in the basket on the back (blue) table. You can also scan the QR code on the left to
fill out an online Connection Card.

Prayer of the Church

Minister:

Men:

‘Women:

Minister:

Women:

Men:

Minister:

Men:

‘Women:

Minister:

‘Women:

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church of God throughout the
world, that God the almighty Father gather and guide it so that we may
worship him in peace and tranquility:

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus
Christ. Guide the work of the Church. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim
your Word, and bring salvation to people everywhere. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for pastors and teachers and all leaders of the Church, and for
all the people of God:

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold all who serve you and your people. Keep them in health
and safety for the good of the Church. Help each of us to do faithfully the work
to which you have called us. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in Christ, that the light of the Holy
Spirit may show them the way to salvation:

Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to
receive the truth of the gospel. Help us, your Church, to grow in love for you
and for one another, so that we become more perfect witnesses of your love for
all people. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office, that God may guide their
minds and hearts, so that all of us may live in true peace and freedom:
Almighty and eternal God, graciously direct those who have been set in positions
of authority among us, so that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace,
freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. Lord, in your mercy,
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Men: Hear our prayer.
Brief intercessory prayers may be added

Minister: Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Father, may heal the sick,
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, and free those unjustly deprived
of liberty:

Men: Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. In your mercy hear the prayers of all who call on you
in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

8:00 Service
New Member Welcome

ClOSing Hymn CWg27 | Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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Serving in Worship

Pastor Rev. Jonathan Kolander
Accompanist Mrs. Katie Seelman

For reflection based on today’s Scripture readings...

I*: A remnant returned, but it was not easy. Yet, what was expected of this remnant and
for those who did not return from Babylon? What has not changed regarding God's
message of judgment? How does God continue to get His message to the world? Read
Nehemiah 4 & Matthew 28:18-20.

2": What was it like for OT Israel in the presence of the LORD? The approach then, and
the approach of God today is the same and yet different... Explain. Why do people,
then and now, not take seriously the Message? Read Romans 4.

3: What is it like to be locked out of the house (car)? How could that situation have

been avoided? People do not need to be locked out of heaven, why not? Read Romans
10:13 & John 15:1-8.
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///‘ My WORSHIP NOTES //‘

[

For children to use during worship.

NAME: DATE:

What is the name of the church season or special day today?

What is the color of the church today? Circle one:

Blue White Purple Red Green

The Sermon Text Was:

Thisisin the: [] Old Testament [1 New Testament

What was the sermon about?

My favorite song today was:

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today:

Baptism? Communion?
[ ves [ Yes
Ono O No

What did you learn about God today?
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VI(TORY

LUTHERAN
Church & Preschool

Sunday Service Times

8:00am Worship
9:15am Bible Class and Sunday School
10:30am Worship with Livestream

Contact Information

Jonathan Kolander, Pastor — (414) 510-0971
pastork@victorylutheran.org

Jarrett Mielke, Staff Minister — (941) 735-6962
jmielke@victorylutheran.org

Katie Seelman, Preschool Director — (904) 955-1926
director@victorylutheran.org

Brad Smith, Office Manager — (904) 642-8900

office@victorylutheran.org

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Victory is a member congregation of the Wisconsin 4
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), headquartered ‘
in Waukesha, Wisconsin. \




