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Welcome to Victory!
 Thank you for choosing to worship the Triune God 

with us! May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you as we join together in worship.

 We prepare for worship by quietly meditating on 
the theme for the day and respectfully listening to 
the music chosen and prepared by our musicians.

 If you are looking for a church home, we would be 
thrilled to serve your spiritual needs.  Our name 
comes from 1 Corinthians 15:57: “Thanks be to 
God! He gives us the VICTORY through our Lord 
Jesus Christ!”

 Our mission as a Christian congregation is to: 
“Win souls for Christ and coach Christians for 
life.”

 Please sign the Connection Card inside the 
worship folder to give us a record of your visit, and 
so we can properly thank you for joining us!

 Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right 
as you enter the front doors. Changing tables are 
available in both the women’s and men’s 
restrooms.

 A Quiet Room for children who need a quiet 
moment with a caretaker is located on the right 
before entering the sanctuary.

4651 Kernan Blvd S, 
Jacksonville, FL 32224

(904) 642-8900

8:00am Worship
9:15am Bible Class and 

Sunday School
10:30am Worship with 

Livestream

victorylutheran.org

    

Find us on Facebook,  
Instagram, and YouTube!

Victory is affiliated with the 
Wisconsin Evangelical  

Lutheran Synod.
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Today’s Worship:   Followers of Christ Have Powerful Allies  
Green Berets. Rangers. SEALs. Delta Force. These special forces groups are part of the 
United States military. They are elite: highly trained with unique skill sets. Many of their 
important missions are carried out in total secrecy.

Two weeks ago, we acknowledged that we are in the middle of a massive spiritual war. 
Today, we thank God that we fight this war with the protection of special forces. Since the 
fifth century, Christians have observed the Festival of St. Michael and All Angels. We 
commemorate that God has sent Michael, one of the great archangels described in 
Scripture, and countless of his fellow angels to protect and serve mankind. Let us rejoice 
that followers of Christ have powerful allies!

Current Sermon Series:   The Need for Followership  
“We need better leadership!” Have you ever said that? Perhaps you were frustrated with 
the direction being taken by some elected official or by management at your workplace or 
by the coach of your favorite team. You were frustrated because you know that no matter 
how many resources an organization has, it will flounder if leaders do not lead well: 
providing direction, training, motivation, coordination, encouragement, and even grace. 
Leadership is extremely important. And so, there are times we lament, “We need better 
leadership!” Jesus Christ is the leader of our congregation, our home, our lives. And his 
leadership is perfect in every way. Therefore, when things are amiss in any of those 
arenas, what is needed is not better leadership, but better followership. In this series, we 
ask Christ to empower us with his Spirit so that we might better follow his lead. May we 
better reflect the beauty of his life, better make his priorities our own, and better serve 
our God and neighbor.

Sept. 29 Followers of Christ Have Powerful Allies

Oct. 6 Followers of Christ Know How
to Love Their Families

Oct. 13 Followers of Christ Maintain Proper 
Priorities
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Service of the Word 

Hymn Sing Sunday

Invocation
M: The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me, according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



5

Oh, Taste and See
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The Word

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.

Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the 
ministries of angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as your holy angels always 
serve and worship you in heaven, so by your direction they may help and defend us 
here on earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

 

First Reading 2 Kings 6:8–17

As Elisha fulfilled his mission to proclaim, the angels fulfilled their mission to protect
8Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 

said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.”
9The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because 

the Arameans are going down there.” 10So the king of Israel checked on the place 
indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on 
his guard in such places.

11This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, 
“Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?”

12“None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is 
in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”

13“Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The 
report came back: “He is in Dothan.” 14Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong 
force there. They went by night and surrounded the city.
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15When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an 
army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we 
do?” the servant asked.

16“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.”

17And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened 
the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha.
 
M: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 19A | The Heavens Declare the Glory of God

Second Reading Revelation 12:7–12

When war broke out in heaven, Michael and his angels defeated Satan and his demons
7Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and 

the dragon and his angels fought back. 8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. 9The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his 
angels with him.

10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:

“Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Messiah.

For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
who accuses them before our God day and night,
has been hurled down.

11They triumphed over him
by the blood of the Lamb
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and by the word of their testimony;
they did not love their lives so much

as to shrink from death.
12Therefore rejoice, you heavens

and you who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,

because the devil has gone down to you!
He is filled with fury,

because he knows that his time is short.”

 
M: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading Luke 10:17–20

Above all else, we rejoice that our names are written in heaven
17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in 

your name.”
18He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to 

trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing 
will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

 

 

Children's Message
All children are invited to join Pastor Phil at the front of the sanctuary for a message 
based on today’s sermon, specifically designed for them! If children would feel more 
comfortable, an adult is welcome to come up with them.

Children's Church (10:30am Service)
All children are invited to join Pastor Phil at the front of  
the sanctuary for a message based on today’s sermon,  
specifically designed for them! If children would feel  
more comfortable, an adult is welcome to come up with 
them. 
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Hymn of the Day CW499 | Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken

Sermon Pastor Phil Hoyer

Lord, Open Our Eyes!
2 Kings 6:8–17

Apostle's Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Offering
Guests: This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of  
Victory Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to support his  
saving work in Jacksonville, St. Johns County, and beyond. If you are our 
guest today, you are welcome to participate in this offering, but don’t feel  
forced to! You can also give an online thank offering by using the camera 
on your smartphone to scan the QR code.

Please also fill out the Connection Card found inside your worship folder 
and drop it in the basket on the back (blue) table. You can also scan the QR 
code on the left to fill out an online Connection Card.

Prayer of the Church
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 

day after day.

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that through your holy angels you shield us from every kind 
of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 
those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may 
threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 
comfort all who are old and infirm.

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
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C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord and ask you to hear 
us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries 
and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 
sight. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

Blessing
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

 

 Closing Hymn CW500 vs. 1, 7–8 | Lord God, to You We Give All Praise
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Organist Mrs. Rachel Cochran
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The following is a letter from Pastor Ben Berger, whom Victory called on September 15.

Dear brothers and sisters at Victory Lutheran Church and Preschool, Jacksonville:
Greetings in Jesus from Harrisburg, PA!

It is truly with humble joy that I acknowledge Christ’s call to serve as your pastor at 
Victory. I give thanks for the opportunity to serve in Christ's kingdom, and for the specific 
occasion to consider how the Lord might bring blessing in Jacksonville through our 
shared labor in the gospel.

I look forward to getting to know your congregation and ministry better in the coming 
weeks. To this end, thank you in advance for your willingness to spend time with me and 
my wife, Becca, and please don’t hesitate to reach out on my cell or via email (below).

The Lord Jesus remains the loving head of his Church. What an awesome comfort that is! 
You and I can rest in his promise to guard and guide, lead and provide, as together we 
seek to minister with his gospel. At this crossroads, please pray for me, Becca, and our 
Ascension family as we seek the Lord's good will. I am holding you, too, in my prayers.

Your brother in Jesus,
Ben Berger
Pastor, Ascension Lutheran Church
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Sermon Notes



Contact Information
Brad Smith, Office Manager — (904) 642-8900

office@victorylutheran.org

Phil Hoyer, Vacancy Pastor — (904) 307-6717
philhoyer@gmail.com

Anne Grotefend, Preschool Director — (904) 955-1926
director@victorypreschool.org

Jarrett Mielke, Staff Minister — (941) 735-6962
jmielke@victorylutheran.org

Victory is a member congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), 
headquartered in Waukesha, Wisconsin.


