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This time of year, champions are in the spotlight. Two weeks ago, the 

Kansas City Chiefs won the Super Bowl, and in a few weeks, college 

basketball teams will begin their pursuit of a March Madness 

Championship. Most importantly, you’re probably already devising 

your strategy for the epic battle for the coveted title of Victory Bracket 

Challenge Champion!   

However, even in ancient times, “champions” were in the spotlight. 

Not champions who strung together 3-4 consecutive playoff wins, or 

correctly predicted more games than anyone else in their pool. Ancient 

Champions were warriors. The mightiest warrior their people had, 

who’d conquered every enemy he’d faced.     

Sometimes as the appetizer to a military battle, or sometimes in place 

of the battle, the two enemy sides would trot out their champion to 

fight the enemy’s champion to the death, the hopes of their people 

resting on their shoulders. Like the shepherd boy David, squaring off 

against the Philistine giant, Goliath. Or the scene from Homer’s Iliad, 

where the Greek champion Achilles battles the Trojan champion, 

Hector.  

Before us in Scripture today is the most important Champion battle 

ever fought. Two mighty warriors-- the Prince of Peace and the Prince 

of Darkness, Jesus vs. Satan, going to battle in a desolate wilderness 

with the eternal fate of mankind hanging in the balance!    

Matthew’s Gospel records that fresh from the waters of his baptism, 

“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.” Notice that Jesus didn’t walk into an ambush. God the Holy 

Spirit himself led Jesus out onto that battlefield. Which means this 

champion battle with Satan was part of God the Father’s plan to win 

salvation for the world through his Son. It also shows how confident 

the Father was that Jesus would conquer. You don’t send your 

champion into battle unless you’re confident he’ll win!   

And God made sure it was a fair fight. As true man, acting as the 

perfect substitute for mankind, Jesus needed to be fully engrossed in 

the weakness of human nature as he faced the Tempter’s temptations. 

We’re told, “After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 

hungry.” Talk about an understatement! I can barely make it forty 

minutes without eating some days! But before the skeptics cry, 

“Impossible!” notice that it doesn’t say Jesus went without food or 

water. With water consumption, science shows that humans can 

survive 2-3 months without food!   

But certainly, Jesus would have been physically weak. Doesn’t exactly 

sound battle ready, right? And as he’s done since the beginning, and 

continues to do today, Satan attacks people’s weaknesses. You see, this 

isn’t the first or last time Satan battles against God’s chosen.    

While the Tempter is crafty, he’s not overly creative. Compare his 

temptation of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3, his temptation of Jesus in 

Matthew 4, and his temptation of us in our lives, and it’s evident Satan 

uses the same basic temptations, with a few slight variations.   

First, “The Tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 

God, tell these stones to become bread.” A compelling temptation for 

someone who hasn’t eaten in 40 days, right? Satan wasn’t questioning 

that Jesus was the Son of God. He couldn’t deny that truth. Rather, 

he’s saying to Jesus, “As the Son of God, doesn’t it seem ridiculous 

that you’re starving? Just say the word and fill your belly!” And 

certainly, the Son of God who later multiplied a few fish and loaves 

into food for 5,000+ people could have. But Satan was trying to get 

Jesus to doubt his Father’s goodness. To use his divine power to 

bypass the human weakness and suffering the Father knew was 

necessary. The stakes were high. If Satan could get the Son of God to 

sin, then there would be no hope of a Savior for God’s people.   



We need that Savior because of the similar tactics Satan used in his 

first battle with God’s people. In the form of a serpent, Satan slithered 

up to Adam and Eve and asked, “Did God really say, “You must not 

eat from any tree in the garden?” Basically, “if you’re the crown of 

God’s creation, created in His image, why is he excluding you from 

something so appealing?”   

But after Eve rightly countered that God gave them every tree in the 

Garden except for the one, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 

Evil, Satan doubled down on getting them to doubt God’s goodness. 

“God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” “God’s holding out on 

you. He doesn’t care about you, He just wants to keep you under his 

thumb so he can control you!” And it worked. In the first battle 

between Satan and God’s people, God’s people fell, spiritually slain by 

sin in the Garden battlefield.   

Do we fare any better when Satan use the same tactics on us? When 

we experience pain, suffering, or hardship, doesn’t Satan plant seeds of 

doubt in our minds? “You’re God’s child! Why would he allow you to 

suffer? God must not be good.” Or when our life doesn’t follow our 

plans, Satan attacks, “God isn’t providing for you. Ditch him, and take 

matters into your own hands. Put yourself and your desires first!” And 

just like our first parents, we fall, spiritually slain by sin on the 

battlefield of life.  

But not Jesus. He perfectly counters Satan’s attack with God’s 

powerful Word. “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but 

on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  

Undeterred, Satan tempts again. On the highest point of the Temple in 

Jerusalem, Satan suggests, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 

down. For it is written: He will command his angels concerning you, 

and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 

your foot against a stone.” The devious Tempter even misuses God’s 

own words to try to destroy his people. This time, he’s tempting Jesus 

to be presumptive of the Father’s will. “You’re the Son of God! No 

way the Father won’t save you from suffering and death! Make him 

prove his love!”  

He did the same to Adam and Eve with his outright lie, “You will not 

certainly die.” As if to say, “You’re the crown of God’s creation! Even 

if you disobey him, he’d never let you die!” And yet, after their 

disobedience, God tells them the sobering truth of Ash Wednesday. 

“Dust you are and to dust you will return.” Because of their sin, 

God’s people would die on the battlefield.   

Do we fare any better? When our sinful hearts are drawn to something 

God has forbidden out of love for us, Satan quickly attacks, “God 

doesn’t really care what you do. Live however you want. He’ll still 

save you!” Or he tempts us to prioritize other things over our soul, 

whispering, “You’ve got plenty of time to focus on your spiritual life, 

and your children’s souls. You’ve got other more important priorities 

right now! God won’t let anything bad happen to you.” We put God to 

the test, using his faithfulness and grace as a license to spit in his face 

and push him out of our lives. God’s people fall, spiritually slain by sin 

on the battlefield of life.      

But not Jesus. He counters Satan’s attack with God’s powerful Word. 

“It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  

But again, undeterred, Satan attacks a third time. Taking Jesus to the 

top of a high mountain, he shows him the kingdoms of the world, 

promising, “All this I will give you, if you will bow down and worship 

me.” Satan again tempts Jesus to take the easy way out. “You came to 

save the world, right Jesus? Well, I’ll give it to you, and without all the 

suffering and death the Father says you’ll have to experience for it! 

Just serve me instead of the Father, and I’ll give you everything you 

want, without pain and suffering!”   

Just like how he told Adam and Eve that God was holding out on 

them. “If you serve yourself and disobey God, you’ll have everything 

you want with no sacrifice or suffering required!”  

And just like he tempts us every day! Basically, every sin we commit 

stems from the same basic temptation. Obeying God prevents you 



from having something you want. Bow down in worship to something 

else besides God— money, sex, pride, position, approval—whatever 

Satan uses to tell us the same lie, “This will give you something better 

than what God can give you.” Each thing ultimately fails to give us 

what Satan promises, but we realize it too late, if at all. And again, 

God’s people fall, spiritually slain by sin on the battlefield of life.   

But not Jesus. For the final time, he counters Satan’s temptation with 

God’s powerful Word. “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” Then the devil left 

him, and angels came and attended him.”   

When we compare our lives to Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, we see 

the same problem. In our daily battles with Satan, this sinful world, 

and our own sinful heart, we’re cut down again and again. Far from 

the undefeated champions, we’re perpetual losers. And the penalty is 

more than having to wait another year for a shot at the championship. 

The penalty is eternal death in Hell!  

Which is why we absolutely need a champion who can conquer the 

enemy for us! A champion, just like the one God promised right after 

Adam and Eve’s fall, the promise of a warrior who would destroy 

Satan for we who have failed. As God rebukes Satan, “I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 

hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

We see that champion, withstanding every one of the enemy’s 

temptations in the wilderness! Every temptation we face and fail, Jesus 

faced them too! I’m reminded of the He Gets Us advertising campaign 

that you probably saw on Super Bowl Sunday. He Gets Us is a $100 

million attempt to draw attention to Jesus and Christianity, showing 

Jesus as an empathetic figure who knows our struggles and sadness as 

humans. And it’s very true! Jesus gets us. He knows exactly what it’s 

like to face the temptations we face. Like Hebrews says, “We have one 

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are.”  

And yet, it’s not enough for Jesus to just be empathetic. We need a 

champion who can be more than us! If you’ve got a mountain of credit 

card debt, having a friend who also has credit card debt won’t take 

care of your problem. You need someone who can pay off the debt for 

you! That’s the beauty of Jesus being our Champion! Because not only 

did Jesus face every temptation we do, he was everything we aren’t. 

Just as we are—“Yet was without sin.”  

In ancient times, when the champion was victorious, it didn’t just 

count for him, but for all his people! And because Jesus conquered 

Satan through his perfect life of resisting temptation, and by selflessly 

suffering the punishment for our sins on the cross, his victory over 

Satan is your victory!   

When your team wins the championship, you say, “WE are the 

champions!” even if WE didn’t have a single thing to do with it! But 

imagine if your team won the championship, and it literally became 

your championship too. You get the million dollar bonus the players 

and coaches got for winning. You get the diamond-encrusted 

championship ring for your finger. You get to go on all the talk shows, 

visit the White House, ride in the championship parade, hoist the 

trophy, and get to go to Disney World! That would be pretty sweet, 

right?   

And you have so much more through your Champion Jesus! Eternal 

life. Forgiveness. Salvation! Even though you contributed nothing to 

that victory, it’s your victory because Jesus is our perfect champion. 

As Paul writes in Romans, “For just as through the disobedience of 

the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the 

obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.”  

Rejoice, dear friends! Because God sent Jesus to meet our greatest 

need—A Champion for the Defeated. So that now, you’re victorious!     


