SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Selfless Love Marches Victorious
Over Self-Gratification
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Welcome to Victory!

Thank you for choosing to worship the Triune God with
us. May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you as we join together in worship.

We prepare for worship by quietly meditating on the
theme for the day and respectfully listening to the
music chosen and prepared by our musicians.

If you are looking for a church home, we would be
thrilled to serve your spiritual needs. Our name comes
from 1 Corinthians 15:57: “Thanks be to God! He gives
us the VICTORY through our Lord Jesus Christ!”

Our mission as a Christian congregation is to: “Win

souls for Christ and coach Christians for life.”

Please sign the Connection Card inside the newsletter to
give us a record of your visit, and so we can properly

thank you for joining us!

Restrooms are located in the hallway to the right as you
enter the front doors. Changing tables are available in
both the women’s and men’s restrooms.

A Quiet Room for children who need a quiet minute
with mom or dad is located on the right before entering
the sanctuary.



TODAY’S WORSHIP:

The disciples argued among themselves about what was the “greatest.” We are not
immune from such hubris. Sinful man is entirely self-focused. We often try and prove
our goodness by comparing ourselves with others. You see this sense of superiority in
the way we prioritize life, typically putting our wants ahead of others. Easter ends this
focus on self. Right now, we know we have value, not because of the greatness of our
actions, but because of the great things Christ did to save. We also know a resurrection
to glory is in our future. Easter helps us avoid the trap of self-glorification and opens
our eyes to a more excellent way: selfless love. Christ did not glorify himself, but
selflessly did everything for the benefit of others. This week, he promises to be our
inexhaustible power supply, that we might also put selfless love into practice.

The Season of Easter

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his
followers scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus’ death he rose victorious from the
dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for
the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in
Christ’s victory. We are more than cheering fans. Rather, we are active participants in
Christ’s triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with
Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now
and forever! Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn
weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks
correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish calendar between Passover and
Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We do not
merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and
hell! We join in the festal procession!

May 29 Power from Heaven Marches
(Ascension) Victorious to the Ends
of the Earth




DIVINE SERVICE I

HYMN SING SUNDAY

Choose a favorite hymn from the blue Christian Worship
hymnal, raise your hand, and if we call on you, we’ll sing a
verse of it.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of

the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD
Gloria in Excelsis
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray.

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

C: Amen.



THE WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
God’s selfless love for Jews and Gentiles

'The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had
received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and
ate with them.”

4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5“I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being
let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. °I looked
into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. "Then I
heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”

8“] replied, “Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.

*“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God
has made clean.” ''This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven
again.

11”“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the
house where I was staying. ?The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 3He told
us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon
who is called Peter. *He will bring you a message through which you and all your
household will be saved.’

15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. *Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 7So if God gave them the same gift he
gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in
God’s way?”

8When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”



M: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God. Text: Lectionary for Mass Tune: Lynn Trapp Setting:
Lynn Trapp; Lectionary for Mass Text: © 1969, 1981,

1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no.
130072506 Music: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publish-

PSALM OF THE DAY ers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716703
. . Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin.
I Will Praise Your Name Forever Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:
P . OnelLicense no. 716703
Christian Worship Psalm 145b
Refrain
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Great is the Lorp and most wor- / thy of praise;
his greatness no one can / fathom.

One generation commends your works to an- / other;
they tell of your / mighty acts.

The Lorp upholds / all who fall
and lifts up all who are / bowed down. Refrain

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing.
The Lorp is near to all who / call on him,
to all who call on / him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him;
he hears their cry and / saves them.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13
True love

'If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. ?If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

*Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. °It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. °Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. °For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, 1’but when completeness comes, what is in part
disappears. "When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. ?For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

3And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35
Jesus’ disciples love like Jesus

M: The Gospel, according to St. John, Chapter 13
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3'When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified
in him. 2If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify
him at once.

3“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just
as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

3#“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. ¥By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
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Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ!
CONFESSION OF FAITH
The Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (10:30am Service)

'. )
Children ages 3-5 can be dismissed to the 3K/Kitchen Ch"d ren S 2

classroom for Children’s Church. Children will return from = ;= ,
Children’s Church to the sanctuary after the conclusion of the -~ .er —w—ey SF v-‘&
LTSS

sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
This Joyful Eastertide
Christian Worship 449

SERMON.. . oottt Vicar Karl Christie
Text: 1 Corinthians 13 St. Paul’s Lutheran— Beverly Hills, FL
SERMON RESPONSE

Create in Me a Pure Heart
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OFFERING

Guests: This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Victory
Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to support his saving
work in the Jacksonville community and beyond. If you are our guest
today, you are welcome to participate in this offering, but don’t feel
forced to! You can also give an online thank offering by using the camera
on your smartphone to scan the QR code.

Please also fill out the Connection Card found inside your worship SCAN ME
folder, and drop it in the offering plate, or in the basket on the back table.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Blest Be the Tie that Binds
Christian Worship 730

Organist......cccooevniiiii Ms. Anne Marquardt
Reprinted under OneLicense.#A-716703.
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//‘ MY WORSHIP NOTES

For children to use during worship.

NAME: DATE:

What is the name of the church season or special day today?
What is the color of the church today? Circle one:

Blue White Purple Red Green

The Sermon Text Was:

This is in the: [ Old Testament [J New Testament

What was the sermon about?

My favorite song today was:

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today:

Baptism? Communion?
[ Yes [ Yes
O No O No

What did you learn about God today?




Sermon Notes
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