
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
 

CONTRAST 

Death/Life 



Today’s Worship 

Not a single person has gone unaffected by it. All of us have had loved ones die, and we know that 

our lives on this earth will someday come to an end as well. And because death is an ugly, unnatural 

thing, people fear it. We’re constantly trying to eat healthy, or exercise, or have medical procedures 

done, in order to stave off death. But we know it’s inevitable. Someday, we will all die. And yet, for 

the Christian, death doesn’t have to be something we fear. Because we know what comes next! On 

our Lenten walk to Calvary, the Church sees the Savior come face to face with death and defeat it 

completely. As he raises Lazarus from the dead, and as he promises that he is the Resurrection and 

the Life, who will give resurrection and life to all who believe!    

 

The Season of Lent  

The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring (lengten), the time of the year when the 

days grow longer. For the last 1,700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash 

Wednesday and Easter as a time of special preparation. It is a time of repentance and renewal.    
During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord’s suffering and death. But it is with a 
purpose: we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday morning. So our 
40 days of Lent are ones lived in the certain hope of the resurrection.  

Weekly Memory Passage:  13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when 

 I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will  

live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken,  

and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”                                                         (Ezekiel 37:13-14) 

March 1 Adam/Christ 

March 8 Works/Faith  

March 15 Darkness/Light 

March 22 Old Self/New Self  

March 29 Death/Life 

April 5 Exaltation/Humility                

(Palm Sunday) 



 

OPENING HYMN  

What Wondrous Love Is This   

Christian Worship (Red) 120 

 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING PRAISE 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
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M: O Lord, open my lips.  

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.  

M: Hasten to save me, O God.  

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

M: Give glory to God, our light and our life.  

C: Come, oh, come, let us worship.  

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess    

our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all                         

unrighteousness. Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.   

 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve your punishment, here on earth and in eternity. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

 

M: By the mercy of our almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called servant of Christ, and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C:      Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit.  

 May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 
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M: Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.    

C:  Amen.  

 

In Hopelessness and Near Despair  

Christian Worship Supplement (Blue) 738 vs. 3-4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for 

our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and 

inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen.  
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THE WORD 
 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The Valley of Dry Bones    

 

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great 

many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and 

you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you 

with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am 

the Lord.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 

sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 

them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood 

up on their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are  

dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what  

the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I  

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when 

 I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and  

I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done 

 it, declares the Lord.’” 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND LESSON:  Romans 8:11-19  

Death in the flesh, Life in the Spirit       
 

11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 

the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 12 Therefore, 

brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if 

you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 

body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The    

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you  

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 

himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 

may also share in his glory. 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 

God to be revealed.  

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

GOSPEL: John 11:17-27, 38-45  

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead    
 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now     

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out 

to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 

the world.” 
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38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the        

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 

been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 

here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews who 

had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

 
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                              

My Song Is Love Unknown   

Christian Worship (Red) 110 

(Printed on page 9 in the worship folder) 
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SERMON……………………………………………………….....….Pastor Troy Schreiner 

Text:  John 11:17-27, 38-45  

The Dead Man Came Out   

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH FOR LENT  

This is what the Bible teaches and, therefore, what we believe.  

We believe in Jesus Christ; He is the true God from all eternity —  

almighty, all-knowing, present in all places. He is a man from  

Nazareth — weak in the flesh, fearful of future sorrow, tortured by  

pain. He was tempted like us, yet like we will never know.  But he  

triumphed over temptation; he refrained from his full might and  

glory; he submitted humbly to the Father’s will; he chose death, to  

give us life. We believe that our sins anger God, each one of them:  

big and small, public and private, those that hurt others, those that  

don’t appear to hurt anyone, those we don’t even remember. 

We believe that Jesus lived and died for the sins of the world. He  

resisted every temptation; he reached out in love, to anyone in need;  

he remained pure in every thought, not just to be a good person, not  

just to be a good example, but to be mankind’s perfect Savior and  

Substitute, to live the Law in our place, so that the Law will not  

condemn us. He submitted to shame; he suffered unjust punishment;  

he sacrificed Himself, not to prove a point, not just to show us how to  

obey, but to take mankind’s sentence for sin, as our perfect Savior and  

Substitute. He is our sure hope and salvation. 

This is what the Bible says; therefore, this is what we believe. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

Victory can receive offerings electronically through our secure website: victorylutheran.org/giving/  

Although we might not be gathering together for public worship, we still have ongoing ministry  

expenses and bills that need to be paid. Your continued offerings are crucial for our gospel ministry 

to continue moving forward. Please consider using the online giving option, mailing a check, or 

dropping off your offering at the church!  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                               

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING                                                                                     

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with         

gladness.  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  

I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again   

Christian Worship (Red) 158 
 

(Hymn printed on page 12 of worship folder)  
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